RA Duplicate Bridge Club

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, August 28th, 2008

Executive members present: Gary Taylor (Chair), Doreen Egan, Harry Freedman, Carl Evelyn, Brian Lamarre, Irene Simm, Albert de Wijze.

Regrets: Gunther Schutzenmeier, Denise de Zuna.

Total attendance of members: 79.

Gary Taylor (Chair) opened the meeting at 11.35 a.m.

1. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of August 22, 2007 read.  Moved by David Burgess and seconded by Victor Giaccone that the minutes be accepted. Carried.

2. No business arising from the minutes of August 22, 2007.

3. Financial statement read by Carl Evelyn (Treasurer).  The merging of the two duplicate bridge clubs at the RA has provided for a healthy financial balance.

4. Chair acknowledged the contributions made to the club by Nairn Ferguson and Amy Lauder (Librarian).

5. Chair’s address for the 2007/2008 year:

· frequent player initiative providing free plays to sectional and regional tournaments, or alternatively, free plays for games at the club;

· charity contributions to May Court Hospice ($300) and The Children’s Wish Foundation ($300);

· luncheon programs and free refreshments at all games, coordinated by Doreen Egan and Denise de Zuna;

· Harry Freedman’s and other members’ work in increasing participation in the Thursday evening game;

· Most of the library books are now listed on the RA web-page, courtesy of Irene Simm and Tom Trottier;

Chair’s suggestions for the 2008/2009 year:  that the club purchase a paperless scoring system;  that “lucky percentage” games and “beat the pros” games be introduced.

Athene Reef thanked the executive for their work.

6. Election of the new executive: Doreen Egan, Denise de Zuna, Gary Taylor and Carl Evelyn had completed their term of office. All four agreed to serve two more years of office in the absence of new nominees.  They join Irene Simm, Brian Lamarre, Harry Freedman, Albert de Wijze and Gunther Schutzenmeier for the 2008/2009 executive.

7. Afternoon games:  An almost unanimous vote confirmed the members’ desire to maintain the status quo on starting times, i.e. “open” game starts at 12.45 p.m., seniors’ game starts at 1.00 p.m.

8. Questions from floor: 1. Yvonne Hunter asked if members could pre-pay their entries. Chair suggested that people buy the existing entry passes;

                                         2. Teresa Miszkiel thanked the club for the free refreshments, but questioned whether the practice be continued. A vote was 

                                          held and the membership decided to cancel the refreshments for the afternoon games; 

3. Teresa Miszkiel asked when we were acquiring a new computer.  Chair to investigate.

4.  Athene Reef asked if there was any interest in holding a Wednesday afternoon game.  The new executive to investigate.

Irene Simm proposed and Albert de Wijze seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 12.15 p.m.  Carried.

