RA Duplicate Bridge Club

Minutes of the Executive meeting, May 21, 2008

Attendance: Gary Taylor (Chair), Doreen Egan, Carl Evelyn, Brian Lamarre, Irene Simm, Albert de Wijze, Denise de Zuna

Absent:  Harry Freedman, Gunther Schutzenmeier.

1. Minutes of the Executive meeting of March 12, 2008 read and accepted.  Moved by Brian Lamarre, seconded by Albert de Wijze.  Carried.

2. Business arising:

· Bidding boxes: work group arranged at 11.30 a.m. Monday, 26th May to check all boxes for missing, defective cards;

· Charity donations:  Megan Doyle from May Court Hospice to attend game on Monday 26th May to receive cheque for $300.  Suggestion that St. Patrick’s Home should be included in the list of charities for the following year.  The club donates twice a year to chosen charities;

· Open games:  start time at 12.45 p.m. from May 1st, 2008.  Suggestion that start time for all games should be standardized to 12.45 p.m. should be on AGM agenda;

· Free refreshments:  day-club – “tepid” response, but all refreshments disappear quickly; evening game – more positive comments;

3. Web-site Committee: Edmonton Bridge Club has photo feature on home-page.  Suggestion that we could have “player of the month”, 70% players or special anniversaries featured in a similar fashion;

No decision made.

4. Composition of RADBC executive:  New Constitution call for 4 members from the day club and 3 members of the evening club to form the executive.  Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Social Convenor, Statistician, Membership.  2 alternates could be voted in also.

Motion by Albert de Wijze and seconded by Gary Taylor that the 2008/2009 executive appoint and Ethics/Discipline Sub-Committee.  Carried.

5. Membership drive:  Gary Taylor and Harry Freedman have negotiated a discounted membership fee for the summer for non-members who play frequently.  Notice to be posted.

Gary Taylor proposed and Brian Lamarre seconded that the club introduce “percentage play” games.  The director would pick a percentage at the start of the game, e.g. 48.5%, 51.6%.  The player who makes the chosen percentage wins the “pot”; the money to go to the next game if no-one has the chosen percentage. Financing to be discussed further. Carried.

Suggestion that special competitions be brought back, i.e. mixed pairs, men’s pairs, women’s pairs.  The club still has those trophies from previous years.

6. Paperless scoring system:  a quote of $2344 for 12 tables (including server) was received.  An Internet connection would be needed in bridge room.  The RA is “going wireless” and would be able to accommodate the new system;

7. Denise de Zuna moved and Doreen Egan seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 7.20 p.m.  Carried.

The next executive meeting to be held on July 16, 2008.

