RA Duplicate Bridge Club

Minutes of the Executive meeting, January 21, 2009

Attendance: Harry Freedman, Carl Evelyn, Gunther         

Schutzenmeier, Irene Simm, Albert de Wijze, Denise de Zuna, Gary Taylor

1 Business from last meeting:  Discussion on 2008 Christmas parties – big success. 

a) Problems:  Changes need to be made with regard to the way door prizes are handled at the Turkey Game – current method too disruptive to the bridge game.

b) Some complaints about the fried chicken at the Christmas lunch – seniors prefer turkey;

2 Webmaster fees for 2008/09:  Albert proposed and Denise seconded that two amounts of $250 each to be paid to the webmaster in January and June. 

3 Trophies:  Gary located trophies from previous years – in very bad condition.  Decision needs to be made as to which special events we should recognize with trophies.  Harry suggested that sub-committee be struck to 

a) decide which trophies to keep (and clean up) and 

b) decide on and list trophy events for the club calendar;

4 PlayBridge Dealer4 – Automated card dealing system: Club needs a better computer to incorporate this system. Due to some mix-up, a new unit ordered, but not accepted by a club in BC, is available for a purchase price $4250 (i.e. Net of import duty and sales taxes which have already been paid). Decision to purchase was agreed, moved by Gary, seconded by Albert. It is possible that the Unit may be interested in the system for Sectionals and the Regional. The club is prepared to share the system with the unit and even other clubs, when not in use for club games. We need to come up with a service fee that covers maintenance.  The system includes software for hand records; webmaster would be able to put the hand records, with the results of each game, onto our webpage. Wednesday and Thursday nights probably best for trial.  The decision to also buy the table bidding software was deferred after a discussion of the club's current financial position.

5 Thursday night mentor program: Trial in place for 8 weeks.  High demand for mentors!!  Some of the novices would prefer more in depth “teaching”.  Suggestion that chalk talks be introduced again.  Problem hands or hand records could be used to discuss proper bidding or defense.

6 Next Unit Sectional to be held at Navan in April.

7 Albert to ask Pat Coyne for new bulletin board with extra-tough tack boards;

Meeting adjourned at 7.20 p.m. Proposed by Irene, seconded by Denise.

