RA Duplicate Bridge Club

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, October 11, 2006

Present:   Clifford Hargrove, Victor Giaccone, Albert de Wijze, Irene Simm,

Harry Freedman, Dinesh Bhatnager.

Member observers: Robert Day, Gary Taylor, William Shields, John McAdam, Connie Allison;

Quorum having been met, the Chair called the meeting to order at 6.30 p.m.

1. Minutes for the Annual General Meeting of September 28, 2005 were accepted as read. Moved by Albert de Wijze, seconded by Irene Simm. Carried

2. President’s report:  Cliff Hargrove said that the club is in a good fiscal situation. The number of tables has not increased, but the club made approximately $500 in profit.

Negotiations with the RA on the merging of the two bridge clubs are still on-going. The RA Executive is willing to support any promotion of duplicate bridge by means of advertising, etc. There is a need to clarify the mutual benefits of joining the two clubs; the seniors need to know that they will not be hurt by the merger. Gary Taylor, the new President of the RA Seniors’ Bridge Club has prepared a table which shows clearly the pluses and minuses of being a member of each club. The RA has a lot to offer in  terms of location, facilities and reasonable prices for duplicate bridge players. Cliff recommended that the new executive should continue to find ways to promote bridge at the RA.

A new Thursday night game was added, starting in September 2006. There is potential for more evening games.

The Thursday afternoon “open game” was sponsored by the RADBC for the first quarter but is now being run by the Seniors club. It has proved popular and a Tuesday afternoon open  game has been added.

Cliff announced his retirement from the position of President, but will continue in the position of Treasurer to provide continuity to the new Executive. Victor Giaccone announced that he is retiring – effectively immediately.  Cliff expressed his thanks to Victor for his excellent work in the last many years and to all of the executive for their work in the past year. 

3. Treasurer’s report: The treasurer’s report has not been audited yet, but a financial statement was handed out.  The club has $2042.96 in cash and $5141.56 in GICs for a total of $7184.52. The audit will be carried out in the next week and members will be notified if there are any discrepancies.

4. Nominating Committee’s report:  Clifford Hargrove     1 year

                                                               Harry Freedman      1 year

                                                               Albert de Wijze       2 years

                                                                Irene Simm             2 years

                                                                    (acting as Secretary, permanent fixture)

                                                                Gunther Schutzenmeier  2 years

                                                                Dinesh Bhatnager     - mamager

Gunther  was not present at the meeting.  No more nominations were received from the floor, the above were acclaimed. A meeting will be held October 18th to decide positions on the new board.

Robert Day moved and Carl Evelyn seconded that the report be accepted. Carried.

5. Any other business: John McAdam and Carl Evelyn had questions about the  benefits of joining the two bridge clubs. The RA registration desk had not been able to answer  questions adequately.  The point was made that memberships can be transferred between the two clubs if a mistake is made. Gary Taylor’s chart was referred to.


Gordon Murray was presented with a certificate of appreciation for his services to the RADBC for the last ten years.

6. Date for next Annual General Meeting was not confirmed.

Albert de Wijze moved and Victor Giaccone seconded that the meeting be adjourned.

Carried.

